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THE PRESERVATION: 


A MORAL STORY. 


To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 


AS your entertaining and elegant Repofitory, feems par- 
ticularly devoted tothe fervice of morality, and the in- 
terefts of fociety; I prefume you will be happy to infert a fhort 
narrative, illuftrative of a growing evil, which, ever fince the 
improvement of turnpike roads has rendered ealy the com- 
munication between town and country, has been depopulating 
the latter of its beauty and innocence, to increafe the vice and 
wretchednefs of the former. 

You will readily perceive, that I allude tothe avidity with 
which the ruftic fair (even thofe who might in their native 
villages have lived in the bofom of refpectable felicity) throng 
to this overgrown, and overitocked metropolis, in hopeé of 
making their fortunes by the rewards of menial fervice.— 
Strange delufion of credulous fimplicity! Filled with ex- 
travagant ideas of the gaiety and opulence of this diflipated 
{cene, thefe untutored rovers little deem how frequently, even 
thofe who are apparently the moft profperous, conceal the 
pangs of poverty beneath the finery of vanity; or how hardly 
the menial clafs labour for the precarious wages of fervitude, 
embittered too often by all the degrading turbulence of the un- 
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feeling tribe, whom nothing but fortune has rendered their 
fur ChiOFrs. 

Check, check, ye rural maids! this roving appetite, and reft 
contented in the innocent obfcurity of your peaceful groves ; 
and though labour and humility muft there be your portion, 
exchange them not for the lying vanities of this treacherous 
towa, which, at beft,.can but give you finery in exchange for 
happinefs - Difeharge but your duty affiduonfly in your little 
native {cenes, your virtues and your induftry will be known 
and rewa wrded $ 3 and you may naturally hope, united in virtuous 
bonds with fome plain but honeft labourer or tracefman, to tafte 
the bleilings of mutual love, and pafs your days in neatnefs and 
rel pectability. But here, ye can have no rational’ hope, but 
either wafting your whole life in unthankful fervitude, without 
ahome, and without a friend; or of marrying fome worth- 
lefs fellow of a footman, who has as msriy wives as places, or 
fome improvident mechanic, who lives one half of the year 
in dirty luxury, and ftarves in rags and wretchcdnefs during the 

ther. 

Eutit would be happy for thefe deluded girls, and for fociety 
in general, if this were the worft they have to fear. Butalas! 
fervitude is a precarious tenure ; and it is, perhaps, no very 
exaggerated computation to seckon, that there are nearly twice 
2s many friendle(s females in this town, who have no other 
honeft means of fupport, as with all their oftentatious luxury 
can be employed by the higher and middle orders of its inha- 
bitants. “Fhe inferenee~ is ebvious; and the following nare 
rative will place it in a ftronger point of view than any com- 
ments | can poflibly make. 

As my friend young : Melville, full of anguifh at a difzp- 
pointment’ of atender and melancholy nature, was returning 
thoughtfully the other evening to his apartments, he was greeted 
by one of thofe Unhappy beings whom furly cynics execrate as 
the pefts of fociety, and more fympathifing moralifts, with 
equal juftice, bewail as the faddeft victims of hopelefs mifery. 

Meiville was not in the habit of rebuking with brutal harfh- 
nels the troublefome importunities of thefe unpitied wretches ; 
but, on the contrary, would compaffionate their fufferings and 
enquire into their diftreiies, efpecially if he fuppofed his libera- 
lity might alleviate their anguifh, or his warning voice recall 
them to the forfaken path of virtue. But his mind was now fo 
totally engrofled by its own fufferings, that when the poor 
wretch laid hold of his arm, without knowing what he did, he 
puthed her fuddenly from him, and fhe fell upon the ground : 
For, 
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For, alas! fhe was before fo exhaufted with hunger and fa- 
tigue, as {carcely to be able to fupport her own feeble weight. 

Her groan awakened Melville from his dream of anguith. 
He turned inftantly round andiaw what he had inconfiderately 
done. His heart was ftung withthe keeneft feli-reproach 5 
and apologizing for his unintentional cruelty, he aflitted the 
poor victim torife. But what was-his anguith and furprife, 
when by the affiftance of the lamps, and of the moon, which 
fhone with particular brightnefs, he difcovered the daughter of 
one of his tenants in the diftant county of Derby, whofe 
modeft {implicity had formerly fo frequently attracted his 
attention. 

The ftrect, however, was no proper place for-enquiry into 
the caufe of her fituation, ‘He therefore led her to a neigh- 
bouring tavern. 

« Mary,” faid he, ina tone of unexpected ferioufnefs, as he 
fhut the door, “ doyou not know me ?” 

The poor girl, trembling with apprehenfion, looked up ia 
his face. Oh Heaven !”’ exclaimed fhe, “: Mr. Mel- 
ville.” 

“ Mary! Mary !” contioucd he, “ how came you here, 
and in this. miferable way of life ?” 

“ Oh! I will tell you all, Sir,” anfwered fhe, fobbing. 
“ But for Heaven’s fake, do not let my father know.—It would 
break his heart !”” 

“ Your father fhall know nothing from me,”’ faid he, con- 
foling her. § But tell me: How came you thus ?” 

“ Oh! Sir; I have been reduced to it by diitreis. I came 
to London, in hopes of bettering myfelf inthe world. But I 
am ruined for ever.”’ 

“ Perhaps not fo;” replicd Melville, eagerly; touched 
with the remains of hone{t timplicity, which were ftill dif 
coverable in her manner. “ Let me hear your ftory. If 

you wilh to leave this way of life, you dhall not want the 
means. ° 

(ise poor girl poured out her gratitude in prayers and tears ; 
and then proceeded with her ftory. She had been tempted to 
London, like many other filly girls, by the expectations of 
pecuniary advantage; and went into fervice with the confident 
hope of making her fortizn, But as whatever fhe received the 
{pent in iilly finery, and the caprice of an ill-tempered miftrefs 
fhortly difcharged her, the littie articles fhe had were quickly 
difpoicd of, and fhe herfelf, ere fhe could get into another place, 
as feduced to fupply her prefling necedlities by the wages of 
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vice. ‘To this fhe had at firft applied with horror and averfion, 
intending only to procure a temporary relief, till other means of 
fupport fhould enable her to return to the path of virtue. But 
her character was gone; and fhe was {wept farther and farther 
with the ftream of vice, till the peaceful fhore was loft entirely 
to her view. 

She was now funk to the loweft ebb of human mifery. For 
three days fhe had not put a bit of bread between her lips : 
For three nights fhe had not laid her aching head upona pillow, 
or been fheltered from the inclemencies of the weather, by 
any roof but that of a fhambles houfe: And, to complete the 
horrid picture, fhe was languifhing with the cruel effects of her 
incontinence. 

“ Good Heaven !” faid Melville to himfelf, “ how in- 
confiderate is the world! If thefe poor wretches complain, 
their complaints are anfwered with reproach ; their wretched- 
nefs mects only with contempt; and their appeals toour com- 
paflion are returned with brutality. Yet who are fo com- 
pletely objects of our pity? for who are fo completely 
miferable ? 

“ But oh! they are criminal !—Alas! if no mifery isto 
be relieved, but what is unattended with guilt, charity may 
feek in vain for objects, and benevolence languifh and expire, 
for want of occafions to exert her generous feelings. 

* Tell me not of crimes!—is fhe not wretched? And 
am not | aofinner ?” 

“ Here, unhappy girl!” faid he, ‘putting his purfe into her 
hand, * take this; and call as that card directs, you fhall have 
whatever is needtul, All the return I wifh is, that you go 
back to your father, as foon as your health is reftored ; and that 
you exert your influence to prevent other deluded girls from 
repairing to this fcene of vanity and temptation.” 

Thus faying he prevented her thanks and acknowledgments, 
by rafhing out of the room. He flew immediately home, and 
retiring to his bed, indulged the pleafing hope of having ref- 
cued a fellow creature from the moft deplorable fate. The 
foothing reflection, better than all the opiates to which guilt 
could ever appeal, lulled both his fenfes and his pangs to reft ; 
and beftowed upoh him a flumber fo fweet, as nothing but con- 
{cious virtue will ever have the power to enjoy. 

Thad this narrative, Sir, a few days ago, in confidence, from 
Melville; but, as I deemed it might be highly ufeful if printed 
in your widely-circulated Entertainer, 1 have committed it 
to 
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to paper; and by inferting it you will very much oblige, 


your’s, &c. 
A FRIEND TO INNOCENCE, 
London, November :14, 1792+ 





ANECDOTE of LEWIS XI. of FRANCE. 


HIS King had a dread of death, to a degree fo ridiculous, 

that he once actually ftopped a prieft, who, after having 
prayed for the health of his body, was beginning to implore 
Heaven for his future welfare, “ Hold! Hold!” cried he, 
*¢ you have gone far enough for once. Never be tirefome 
in your addrefs to God Almighty. Stop now, and pray for 
my foul another time.” 





The firft Difcovery of the Powers of Antimony. 


T is afferted in a French book, entitled, “* Le Nouveau 
Cours de Chimie,” that the d:fcovery of the powers re- 
fident in antimony, was owing to the celebrated Bafilius Va- 
lentinus, who finding that it had the property of fattening pigs, 
tried it, (Heaven knows with what connection of ideas,) on 
a convent of monks. Unluckily, inftead of improving the 
condition of thefe holy men, it killed them by dozens, whence 
it obtained the name of “ Anti-moine.” Paracelfus at- 
tempted to bring it, notwithftanding this mifadventure, into 
credit, but he, too, failed, and it was not until very late times, 
that the virtues of that very uleful medicine were allowed. 





Anecdotes of the remarkable Viciffitudes in the Life and 
Reign of John Erneft Biron, the laft Duke of Cour- 
land. 


OHN ERNEST BIRON was defcended from a family of 
mean extraction. His grandfather, whofe name was Bu- 
ren, or Bieren, was Head Groom to James the Third, Duke 
of Courland, and obtained from his mafter the prefent of a 
fmall ettate in land. His fon accompa ied Prince Alexander, 
youngeit fon of the Duke of Courland, in a campaign into 
Hungary agaiatt the Turks, in quality of Groom of his Horie, 
and with the rank of Licutenant. Prince Alexander being 
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killed before Buda, in 4688, Biron returned into Courland, and 
was appointed Mafter-Huntfman to the Duke. 

lic ct rg es s fecond fon, was born in 1687, received the 
f his education in Courland,.and was’ fent-to the 





ea 
Ui of Konigfbergh in Pruffia, where he continued 
‘inti! fome te tuli imprudences compelled him to retire. 

In 17144 he made his appearance at St. Peterfburgh, and foe 
licited ti.< place of Page to the Princefs Charlotte, wife of the 
TFzarovitch Alexey; but being contemptuoufly rejected asa 
perfon ef mean extraction, retired to Mittau, and chanced to 


ingratiate himfelf with Count B-ftuchef, Matter of the Houfe~ 
hold to Anne, widow of Frederic William Duke of Courland, 
who refided at Mittau. Having through his means obtained 
the office of Gentleman of the Chamber, and being of a 
handiome figure and polite addrcfs, he foon gained the good- 
will of the Duchefs, and became her chief favourite. The 
frit ufe which he made of his wee, was to obtain the difgrace 
and removal of bis benefaé aa Beituchef. He feon gained 
fuch an afcendancy over the affe&tions of his miftrefs, that his 
will became her’s; and the ieee favourite offended by his ar- 
rogance the whole body of the nobility of Courland. 

Having efpoufed Mademoielie de ‘I ‘renden, a lady of noble 
family, and Maid of Honour tothe Duc! 1efs, he endeavoured, 
by means of that alliance, and the favour of his miftreis, to be 
admitted into the body of nobles; but his folicitations were re- 
jected with great contempt. 

His afcendency over the Duchefs, his fpirit of intrigue, and 
his extreme arrogance, were fo notorious, that when Anne was 
declared Sovereign of Ruffia, one of the articles propofed to 
her by the Council of State at Mofcow, exprelsly flipulated, 
that the fhould not bring Biron into Ruffia. She confented, 
but inftantly broke her word ; for the had fcarcely arrived at 
Motcow, before he made his appearance at her Court. 

By his fecret advice, the Emprefs formed a ftrong party 
among the Ruffian nobility, gained the guards, and brought 
about the revolution which reftored to the crown defpotic 
authority. 

Bu st when the whole plan was ripe for execution, Anne hefi- 
tated, and was alarmed, till Biron took her by the hand, and 
fed her to the door of the apartment in which the Council of 
State, Senate, and principal novility were aflembled; and fhe 
was declared abfolute Sovereign, 

Within the ipace of a few months, Biron was appointed 
Gentleman of the Bed-chamber, Knight of the Order of St. 
Andrew, 
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Andrew, and Lord High Chamberlain, and, as Manftein fays, 
was omnipotent in the Government; for, during the whole 
reign of Anne, and fome weeks after her death, He ruled with 
defpotic fway the vaf-empire of Rufia. 

On the death of Ferdinand Ketler, in 1737, the Emprefs 
difpatched General Bifmarck, Governor of Riga, to’ Mittau, 
at the head of a conftderable army. The nobles having af- 
fembled at the cathedral, Bifmarck furrounded the church with 
troops, and compelled them to elect for their Sovereign the 
fame Biron wom they had refufed to admit into their corps. 
But his new dignity did not prevent him from keeping his poft 
of High Chamberlain, and his wife that of Firft Lady of the 
Bed-chamber. 

Biron governed Courland with the fame defpotic fpirit with 
which he governed Ruffia ; and the nobles who had been ac» 
cuftoined to great freedom of debate in their Diets, were fud« 
denly reftrained, ‘Thole who ventured to oppofe his will, or 
to {peak with their ufual freedom, were privately feized by per 
fons in matks, forced into kibitkas, and conveyed to Sibcria. © 

Of a violent andfanguinary temper, Biron ruled Ruffia with 
the knout in hishand, and compelled his imperial miftrefs, who 
was naturally of a mild and merciful difpofition, to order acts 
of the moft atrocious cruelty, though fhe oftentimes intcr- 
ceded, but in vain, with tears in her eyes, for the unhappy vic- 
tims of his fufpicion and vengeance, 

The cruelties exercifed upon the moft illuftrious perfons of 
the country alinoft exceed belief; ard Manftcin cenjeures, 
that “ during the ten years in which Biron’s power continued, 
above 20,000 perfons were fent to Siberia, of whom fearcely 
5000 were ever more heard of.” 

The violence of his temper would break forth in a manner 
mott difrefpectful to the Emprefs. Once in particular, while 
the Duke of Bevern had an audience, Biron burtt into the 
apartment without ceremony, threatening, with the moft horrid 
imprecations, that he would no longer be vexed and tormented 
by her fervants, but would retire into Courland. Having ut- 
tered thele words, he quitted the room, and fhut the door with 
great violence, “he Emprets, in the highett contternation, 
lifted up her hands to Heaven, then clafped them together, and 
being almoft ready to faint, fhe opened the window for frefh 
air, While fhe continued in this agitation, the Ducheis of 
Courland, accompanied with her children, entcrec the room, 
kneeled down, and catreated the Emprefs to forget and forgive 
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the paffionate behaviour of her hufband. Anne in this, as in 
every other inftance, relented, and bore with his. infolence. 
His influence over his imperial miftrefs was fuch, that during 
the fitting of the Cabinet Council,:the.ufed frequently to re- 
pair to an adjoining room, in which her favourite remained, to 


receive his advice or: rather his orders. She had‘no table of 


her own, but ufed to dine with his family. 

He knew only two languages, the German, and his native 
jargon fpoken in Courland fo that he governed the extenfive 
empire of Ruffia without even underftanding its language. ‘He 
even piqued himfelf on his ignorance of that tongue, having 
once faid in the prefence of the Emprefs Anne, that he would 
not learn the Ruffian, becaufe he could not bear to read before 
her Majefty all the reports and memorials which were daily 
tranfmitted to him. 

Biron was undoubtedly a man of very great capacity; during 
his whole adminiftration, the external fplendour of the Ruffian 
empire, and its internal tranquillity, announced the wifdom of 
his meafures ; and he fhewed his judgement in employing fuch 
a ftatefman as Otterman, and fuch a General as Munich. 

He was a fincere friend and an implacable enemy ; and it 
was juftly faid of him, that he feldom forgot a benefit, and 
always remembered an injury. 

He amaffed an enormous fortune in money and jewels ; and 
on public occafions his magnificence far exceeded the magnifi- 
cence of the Emprefs. 

He had fo long dire&ted the affairs of a great empire, that 
he could not brook retiring into Courland, He accordingly 
prevailed upon the Emprefs, on her death-bed, to appoint her 
great nephew, Prince Ivan, her fucteflor, and himfelf regent, 
until the Prince had attained the age of 17; and he managed 
this whole tranfaction with fo much art, that he feemed only to 
accept the regency at the earneft requeft and recommendation 
of Marthal Munich, the Chancellor Ofterman, and the princi- 
pal Rudian nobility, as it were for the good of the empire, and 
not to fatisfy his own ambition. 

Having thus fecured the regency, to the exclufion of Anne, 
the mother of the young Emperor, the firft act of his power in 
that capacity, was to obtain for himfelf a clear revenue of 
500,000* roubles per annum, and the title of Imperial Highnefs. 

But the power which he had thus acquired by intrigue, he 
at tempted to fecure by repeated acts of arrogance, perfecution, 
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and cruelty. Piquets were placed in the ftreets to prevent 
commotions. ‘The numerous fpies which he entertained 
brought him vague accounts of contemptuous expreffions, and 
ill-formed plots. Such numbers were arrefted, that fearcely a 
day pafled in which perfons fufpected were not imprifoned and 
tortured in order to force confeflion. But inftead of difarming 
the envy and jealoufy of the natives, who were difaffected at 
being governed by a foreigner, he increafed his own unpo- 
pularity by the haughtinels of his demeanour, and treated even 
the parents of his fovereign with the moft extreme brutality. 

It was natural that Prince Anthony Ulric and the Princeis 
Anne, the father and mother of the infant Emperor, fhould be 
difaffected at being tet afide, and a foreigner preferred to the 
regency ; and Anthony Ulric, who wasa Prince of great fpirit, 
even exprefled his difapprobation in the ftrongeft terms tothe 
Regent himéelf. 

The Duke of Courland, fufpecting that the Prince was 
forming cabals againft his government, called on him early one 
morning unexpectedly, and without being announced ; “ Your 
Highnels,” he faid, “ does notdeal fairly with me; for you 
promifed to inform me if any difaffected perfons caballed 
againft me, and you now know what intrigues are carrying on 
againft me.” “ I know not,” replied the Prince, that any 
thing is now in agitation which will be detrimental to the Em- 
peror andthecountry.” ‘ I will take care,”’ returned Biron, 
“ to place this empire in fuch a fituation, as no other perfon is 
capable of doing ; forl am neither deficient in knowledge or 
in power.” The nobles mutt affift you,” faid the Prince, 
* and you muft all be accountable to the Emperor.” “ Am I 
not Regent,” replied Biron, “ with abfolute authority ? Such 
aflertions, Sir, may occafion great commotions ; and your 
Highnefs mult know, that whenever factions arife, the Em- 
peror and the country are in danger; and what mutt be the 
inevitable confequence, if you and | fhould be at variance ?”— 
« A mafiacre !” returned the Prince with great wara:th, put- 
ting at the fame time his hand upon his fword. 

After much altercation, the Prince accufed Biron of having 
forged the teltament and fignature of the Emprefs; and the 
Duke quitted the apartment with thefe words: “ This affair, 
Sir, is of fuch importance, that it muft be laid before the prins 
cipal nobility of the realm.” Repairing inftantly to his palace, 
he fummoned the cabinet council, the fenate, and the principal 
nobility, and acquainted them with the converfation wiici nad 
pafled between him and the Prince. But when the Imperial 
Vou. XX. 514. 4B Minifter, 
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Minifter, Count Keyferling, who was prefent, endeavoured to 
is Rit y the Prince, he calle dt the Prince a liar, who had mifrepre- 

ented the converfation; and turning to Keyferling, faid, “ We 

want here no advocates, and no lawyer’ s quirks ; ¥- and walking o 
up and down the —— in great agitation, exclaimed, 
* Am Ia poifoner! or do I contend for the throne and the 
fcepter !” 

The Princefs Anne, who had been informed of the mifun- 
derftanding, now arriving, he turned to her, and explained with 
great bitternels what had already pafled. Anne was exceed- 
ingly affected, and appeared to blame her hufband’s conduét. 
At length, the Prince himfelf being fummoned, was prevailed 
upon to a — and foon afterward made his appearance. Being 
reprimanded by Biron, and by feveral who were prefent, in the 
eroflett terms, his Highnefs at length fubmitted to demand 
pardon, the tears ftarting from his eyes from this neceflary but 
degrading conceffion ; and the affair was hufhed up. 

Soon afterwards, the Regent fent a meflage by Marfhal 
Munich, ordering the Prince to refign his m vilitary employ- 
ments, and not to ftir out of his chamber. But this ftate of 
things could not laftlong. The Regent, at variance with the 
parents of the Emperor, fufpicious of plots forming againft 
him, and detefted by the nation in general, became agitated and 
uneafy, felt the precarioufnefs of his prefent fituation, paid his 
court with great affiduity to the Princefs Elizabeth, and feems 
even to have formed the defign of marrying her to the Prince, 
his eldeft fon, and of raifing her, or her nephew the Duke ot 
Holite ‘ins to the throne of Ruffia. He was imprudent enough 
to declare publicly, that if the Princefs Anne was refractory, 
he would fend her hufband into Germany, and place the Duke 
ef Holftein on the throne. 

While he was fluctuating concerning his future conduét, and 
Jaying plans to remove thofe who gav vehim umbrage, his own 
ruin came from a powerful quarter which he did not expect, and 
was not prepared to refilt. Marfhal Munich, fecretly dif- 

pleated with the Regent at not being appointed Generaliffimo of 
the Ruffian Forces, fomented the difcontents, awakened the 
fufpicicns of the Princefs Anne, and prevailed upon her to 
permit him to arreft the Duke of Courland. His offer being 
accepted, he fucceeded in fecuring the perfon of the Re gent, 
and arrefting him on the 18th of December, only twenty days 
after he had been appointed to the regency. Licutenant- 
Colonel Manftein, who was employed by Munich on that me- 
morable occafion, and who has related the tranfaction in his 
authentic 
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authentic memoirs, penetrated, at the head of only twenty men 
into the palace inhabited by the Duke of Courland, though 
guarded by forty foldiers, who were placed under the windows 
of the Regent’s bed-chamber, and by numerous centinels 
pofted in the fevera] apartments through which he was to pa(s. 
Being perfonally known to the centinels, they permitted him to 
pafs, thinking that he had an affair of confequence to com- 
municate to the Regent. Having burft open the door of his 
bed-chamber, he approached the bed, in which the Duke and 
Duchefs were fo faft afleep, that the noife did not awaken 
them. On drawing the curtains, both ftarted up in furprife, 
and the Duke inftantly got out of bed with an intention to 
efcape, but was prevented by Manittein, who threw himfelf 
upon him, and held him faft till the foldiers came to his affii- 
tance. In this interval the Duke had difengaged himfelf from 
Manftein, and endeavouring to burft from the foldiers who had 
laidhold of his arm, received feveral blows from the but-ends 
of their mufk.ts. Being at length thrown down on the floor, 
his mouth gagged with a handkerchief, and his hands tied behind 
him with an oificer’s fafh, he was led to the guard-room, where 
being covered with a foldier’s cloak, he was conveyed in acar# 
riage to the winter palace, in which the Princeis Anna refided, 
While he was leading away, the Dutchefs tprang outof bed, 
and though only in her fhitt, ran after him, {creaming, in an 
agony of defpair, into the {treet, till being forced away by the 
foldiers, fhe dropped down upon the fyow, and would have 
perifhed with coid, if the Captain of the guard had not fent 
for fome clothes to cover her, and re-conducted her to her 
apartment. 

The next day the Duke and his family were conveyed to the 
fortrefs of Schluflelburgh; and in June were removed to 
Pelim, a fmall town in Siberia, where he was imprifonedin a 
wooden houfe under the dtricteit confinement. Fortunately he 
did not Jong occupy this dreary prifon. The Emprefs Eliza- 
beth had‘no fooner alcended the throne, by the depofition of 
Ivan, than the recalled Biron from his imprifonment ; and if 
his misfortunes had not foftened his vindictive {pirit, he enjoyed 
the plealure of feeing his enemy, Marthal Munich, occupy that 
prifon which he had jult quitted. 

Biron was transterred to Yaroflaf, where he hada com- 
fortable manfion afligned to him and his family, five roubles a 
day, and the permiiiion of hunting within twenty or thirty 
miles of Yaroilaf. In this fituation, wretched when contrafted 
with his former digniticd tta\ion as the omnipotent favourite of 
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Anne, or as Regent cf Ruffia, but a paradife when compared 
with his prifon at Pelim, he pafled his days during the whole 
reign of Elizabeth. 

On the demife of Elizabeth, Peter the Third recalicd Biron 
to Peterfburgh, but did not reinftate him in the dutchy of 
Courland. Biron had refufed, during his confinement, to re- 
fign his right tothat dutchy, although he was offered his liberty 
and a penfion of 100,000 roubles per annum; nor could he be 

revailed upon by Peter the Third to abdicate in favour of the 
Duke of Holftein ; nobly adding, that nothing fhould induce 
him to do fuch an injury to his family ; but that he would prefer 
even a fecond imprifonment. 

Catharine, foon after the revolution which placed her on th 
throne of Peter the Great, took compaflion on his misfortunes, 
and reftored him to his former dignity. 

Biron repaired to Mittau in 1763, twenty-eight years after 
he had been eleéted Duke of Courland, and for the firit time 
fince he had been raifed to that dignity. Prince Charles of 
Saxony, although fupported by a large party in Courland, yet 
receiving no affiftance from his father Auguftus the Third, 
was compelled to retire before the Ruffian forces; and Biron 
received the oaths of allegiance and fidelity from the whole 
nation. 

In 1764, he obtained from the King and republic of Poland 
the inveftiture of Courland for his eldeft fon Peter, the prefent 
Duke ; in 176g, abdicated in his favour ; and, in 1772, clofed 
at Mittau, in the eightyethird year of his'age, a life of almott 
unparalleled viciffitude, 


GENERAL REVIEW ¢f EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
For NOVEMBER, 1792. 
F RAN C E. 

HIS kingdom willlong remain the moft confpicuous 
figure in the political groupe. While the other powers 
of Europe are darkened by the gloom of defpotifin, or ob- 
{cured by the fhades of moderation, fhe arrefts the mental eye, 
by the glowing colours of unfettered liberty, boundlefs valour, 
and unabated fuccefs, The moft fplendid periods of her 
monarchy may be eclipfed by the rifing glories of her repub- 
lic ; the reputation of Sully obliterated trom the page of hit- 
tory by the fuperior fame of Roland; and the actions of a 
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Turenne, or a Conde, may be forgotten in the exploits of a 
Dumourier, anda Cuftine. Since the memorable roth of 
Auguft, we have beheld a Cato arifing, to inculcate morality 
onthe minds vf his countrymen, and reftore tranquillity to a 
divided people; a Fabius to harafs the retreating enemies of 
his tellow-citizens, anda Marcellus to retort the calamities 
they had endured. 

The genius which flumbered on the couch of tyranny, 
awakened atthe magical touch of freedom; and the foldiery, 
which reluctantly fubmitted to the’ mandate of a treacherous 
court, obeyed fpontanedus, when the nation called. However 
defective the democratic governments may be-in ftability of 
internal organization, and in promptnefs, and energy of exer- 
tion; however unfavourable tiey may be thought to the culti- 
vation of the minuter duties, and the qualification of the more 
private: affections of focial life ; yet, as they are calculated for 
a difplay of character, the efforts of talents, and the exercife 
of the fublimer virtues, they have ever occupied a peculiar fhare 
of the hiftorian’s attention. The mighty kingdoms of Affyria 
and Perfia, have pafied difregarded through the tide of time; 
but the mind is ftopped, in contemplating the legiflation, the 
arts, the eloquence, and the arms of Greece, and the progrefs 
of imperial Rome, from the time fhe was a neft of banditti, to 
the period when the arofe the miftrefs of a proftrate world. 
The magnificent {pectacles, which the ancient records dif- 
plaved, are ating again with renovated fplendour, and, fhould 
the prefent convulfions reduce the mortal univerfe toits primeval 
chaos, there arenot wanting men to aflure us, that from the 
ruins of the prefent fabric, a fyftem more beautiful, more per= 
manent, and more ufeful, muftarife, Some centuries ago, Eu- 
rope, obedient to the voice of a fanatic, loofened from her 
hinges, and poured her countlefs myriads on the plains of Afia; 
the Sans Culsttes of Peter the hermit, revelled in the luxuries of 
Conttantinople, and erected the crofs on the ruins of the crefcent 
at Jerufalem. If the age of religious crufades is gone, the zra 
of political ones is arrived, and the Belgian lion, which has fo 
long crouched beneath the eagle of Aultria, may repole in fecu- 
rity under the tree of liberty, planted by tie hands, and pro- 
tected by the fwords of the French republicans. But, though 
the puriuits of men are different, are their morals chatiged ? 
Do we not ftill behold them ftriving to attain abftra& good by 
violence, fury, and war; and if we turn with horror from the 
deluded enthuliatts, who performed their orifons at the tomb of 
the Redeemer when their hands were recking with the blood of 
his 
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his creatures, with what emotions wil] pofterity confider the 
General who proclaims liberty amidft mangled carcafes, and 
regulates elections in provinces, whofe plains are fattening with 
flaughtered thoufands ? ; 

Of the internal fituation of France we know but little. 
I: requires much patience, and more difcernment, to extract 
truth from the exaggerated accounts of interefted travellers, or 
the wilful mifinterpretations of diurnal publications. The fea- 
foas of revolutions are generally unfavourable to private felicity, 
and we fee no reafon to exempt thofe of France from the 
common imputation, Since the abolition of royalty, two 
parties. have arifen, the one, denominated diforganizers, the 
ether, federative republicans, A metropolis, without com- 
merce to occupy the minds of its inhabitants, religion, to 
overawe their vices, or regular legiflative authority, to punifh 
their crimes, muft be the refort of needy villainy, and the 
grand emporium: of human iniquity. The former party has, 
therefore, fixed upon Paris as the theatre of their machina- 
tions ; and. feek to increafe their importance, and fecure their 
influence, by raifing ittoa fuperiority above the other depart- 
ments. The leader of this faction has been accufed before the 
Convention, and, after having been heard in his defence, has 
been difmidied with impunity, rather from the dread of his power, 
than the conviction of his innocence. ‘The majority of that 
bedy wilh to forget paft mifcondu&t inuniverfal regeneration, 
aud imagine that the Quantum of good produced by their la- 
bours, will foon outweigh the numerous inconveniences with 
which thes commencement was accompanied. But, to blunt 
the moral feelings, by a frigid appeal to final confequences, and 
forgive individual offences, for the eventual benehis they may 
have conferred, is afalfe and dangerous policy ; Such modera- 
tion may eficct a momentary calm, but that calm, like the 
folema itilneis of the loaded atinofphere, threatens only widce 
havoe, and more general ruin. 

We are, indeed, forry to remark, even in the Convention 
itfelf, fome ftrong fymptoms of that ferocious fpirit, which has 
fo much diigraced the characler of Frenchmen; the une 
diftinguithing feverity of their decrce againft the Emigrants, is 
an ample proof of this fanguinary difpviition, Many of thefe 
men certainly merit the utmoit chattifement which indignant 
patriotifm can inflict. ‘The perfidious traitors, who drew their 
iwords againft the privileges of their country becaule its wifdom 
had annulled their own, and the hypocritical pricits, who, un- 
der the mafk of religion, endeavoured to poifon the minds of the 
peopie; 
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people, merit the utmoft rigour of their fate: But thofe who 
fled from a well-founded apprehenfion of being robbed ef pre= 
perty, or deprived of life; who beheld an implacable enemy ad- 
vancing into the heart of their republic, and witneffed the ex- 
ceffes of a furious populace, driven to defperation at their ap-~ 
proach ; can excite no emotion but compaflion, and are entitled 
to protection, inftead of being obnoxious to punifhment. It is 
to be hoped that a regard to their own honour, and the peaceful 
philofophy they fo loudly profefs, will induce the Convention to 
reconfider this ftep, that an impartial obferver may view their 
progrefs without being difgufted by fcenes which wound his fen- 
ibility, and undermine his principles. In their political career, 
in many inftances, the prefent conftituent authority of France 
feems more aétuated by the tumultuous applaufe of fAlceting po- 
pularity, than the calm fuggeftions of deliberative prudence. 
As the bafis of the mew conftitution, the Convention has 
paffed a decree excluding its members from all public offices 
for fix years after the completion of the conftitution. Our 
neighbours have been accufed of defpifing the guidance of expe 
rience ; and the little they have acquired they feem refolved to 
neglect, The error of the Conftituent Aflembly, in rendering 
themfelves ineligible to feats in the legiflative body, was the 
caufe of much mifchief. Prefuming upon the weakneis of their 
fucceflors, the court became trea cherous, and he populace un- 
governable ; the reftleis {pirits of the firft aflembly attached 
themfelves to the Sovereign, or intrigued with the mob; while 
the wifer partof it beheld with forrow and amazement the edi- 
fice they had erected falling to the ground from one act of in- 
difcretion. The fprings of government, touched by an uniki- 
ful hand, endanger the whole machine ; and if - brighteft 
ornaments of the Gallican church, and the moft diftinguithed 
1dvocates of the French bar, retire from public life, by virtue 
of this new fpecies of oftracifm, their places will be occupied as 
before, by a hoft of country parfons, and a rabble of provin- 
cial attornies, whofe zeal will,prove dangerous, and whofe ig- 
norance willrender them contemptible. A divifion of power, 
m the hands of citizens of acknowledged ability, and not an in- 
diicriminate adiniffion, by rotation, of any man to an office of 
public truft, is the true foundation of a republic. ‘This decree 
involves in itfelf a voluntary felf-degradation; is inimical to the 
abftract idea of the democratic fyttem, which requires tle im 
mediate afliftance of all its members whenever the ftate _ 
pleated to demand it ; andis fubverfive of the practical doétrine 
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cunning, inftead of fagacity, integrity, and virtue, into cort- 
{picuous fituations, 

On the queftion relating to the trial of Louis XVI. the 
Convention has not yet come to any decifion. Though, iu 
fome of their debates on this {ubject, they have indulged a {train 
of legal metaphyfics not unworthy the termly quibbles of 
Weftminfter-Hall, or the fuvlimer fubtleties of the Managers 
againft Mr. Haftings ; yet, upon the whol, they have proceeded 
with candour, moderation, and impartiality. As the great end 
of human punithment is not to gratify revenge, but to prevent 
crimes, we hope that the late King will be difmified ; royalty 
being abolifhed in France, his fate cannot operate as a warning 
tohis fucceflors; and the other potentates of the earth are too 
powerful to dread his lot, or too incorrigible to profit by his 
tall. By his fufpenfion he bas been deprived of the means of 
doing farther mifchief ; and the fafety of the republic being 
effectually fecured, it would be confittent with its magnani- 
mity to difmifs him to oblivion and the reproaches of his own 
conicience. The fame degree of evidence which juftified 
his expuliion from the throne, will hardly warrant his execution; 
and if the enormities of one fide are to be obliterated, upona 
parity of reafoning thofe of the other fhould meet with the 
fame indulgence. 

General Dumourier has made his projected irruption into the 
Netherlands, and gained a decided victory over the Auftrians at 
Jemappes. The action difplayed prodigies of valour on both 
fides, the pofleffors of the country fighting with all the obfti- 
nacy of defpair, and its invaders with ali the enthufiafin of 
hopes. The advantages of fituation and difcipline were on the 
fide of the former ; but the greater numbers, and fuperior 
artillery, of the latter, decided the conteft in their favour. “The 
intrenchments of the Imperialiits afforded them but a tempo- 
rary fhelter from the fury of the republicans ; the fhattered re- 
mains of their army retired with difgrace, and the triumph of 
liberty and equality was complete. Few battles have been 
more decilive, and more importantintheir confequences. Mons, 
Charleroi, and Gheat, immediately fubmitted; and Bruflels 
received her generous deliverer with tranfport. 

The governors of the Low Countries, on their retreat from 
that city, iflued a proclamation, proficring immunities they 
could no longer withhold, and difavowing tyrannical acts they 
could no jonger exercile. “Their impotency taught them to 
beftow privileges, and perhaps their calamities may have excited 
compunction. The inhabitants of thefe provinces lave been 
more 























THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 577 


more oppreffed than any nation inEurope. Since the reign of 
Charles V. they have always been fubject to a foreign yoke. 
The abfolute monarch who dwells in the midft of his people, 
who is apprifed of their character, and acquainted with their 
circumftances, may alleviate the horrors of arbitrary power by 
the fafcinating {plendour of a court, the philanthropic exertions 
of a benevolent difpofition, and diverfified connexions with his 
fubje€&ts: But the precatious mature of his authority, and the 
uncertainty of its duration, make cruelty and rapacity the 
never-failing charatteriftics of the delegate of defpotifm. Pro- 
voked by the wickednefs of Alva, the Netherlands attempted to 
burft the chains which Philip II. had rivetted upon them; but 
the military prowefs of the Duke of Parma, and the fuperior 
difcipline of the Spanifh troops, reduced them to their former 
ftate of fubjection. An additional load of oppreffion was the 
effect of their unfuccefsful refiftance. Their commerce was 
deliberately facrificed to the felfith policy of the Dutch ; the 
Schelde was permitted to roll her waves in filent majefty into 
the ocean, while the Texel bore on her bofom the wealth of 
worlds. ‘Their fumptuous palaces, and extenfive warehoufes, 
were converted into monafteries and convents, the retreats of 
droning fuperitition and mifguided devotion, and their territory 
became the common ftage on which the prize fighters of Eu- 
rope difplayed their dexterity, and fignalifed their courage. 
During the war of the fucceflion, the victories of Marlborough 
reftored them to the Houfe of Auftria. But this alteration pro 
duced no reform ; the work of tyranny continued unmoleited, 
and it had nearly completed its operations by degrading the 
character of the nation, and unfitting it for the freedom which 
once it prized. 

The well-mceant, but ill-concerted, reformatioris of the Em- 
peror Fofeph provoked refentiment, inftead of infpiring gratitude, 
and inflamed rebellion, inftead of promoting tranquillity.— 
A crafty priefthood raifed the ftandard of revolt, and an am- 
bitious ariftocracy repaired in crowds to their affiftance. Man- 
kind were prefented with the fingular {pectacle of a people con- 
tending for the fupports of a throne, and a fovereign labouring 
for their overthrow. But, like every conteft in which faction 
and not principle predominates, it terminated without meliorat- 
ing the condition of the community. The French, on the con- 
trary, are as formidable by their doctrines as their arms ; and if, 
by their affiftance, the Belgians obtain their independence, they 
may reap the fruits of the bleffings which Providence and na- 
ture have conferred ; Antwerp may rife from her afhes, and be- 
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cunning, inftead of fagacity, integrity, and virtue, into con- 
{picuous fituations, 

On the queftion relating to the trial of Lows XVI. the 
Convention has not yet come to any decifion. ‘Though, in 
fome of their debates on this fubject, they have indulged a ftrain 
of legal metaphyfics not unworthy the termly quibbles of 
Weftminfter-Hall, or the {ublimer fubtleties of the Managers 
againft Mr, Haftings ; yet, upon the whole, they have proceeded 
with candour, moderation, and impartiality. As the great end 
of human punithment is not to gratify revenge, but to prevent 
crimes, we hope that the late King will be difmiffed ; royalty 
being abolifhed in France, his fate cannot operate as a warning 
tohis fucceflors; and the other potentates of the earth are too 
powerful to dread his lot, or too incorrigible to profit by his 
fall, By his fulpenfion he bas been deprived of the means of 
doing farther mifchief; and the fafety of the republic being 
effectually fecured, it would be confiftent with its magnani- 
mity to difmifs him to oblivion and the reproaches of his own 
conicience. The fame degree of evidence which juftified 
his expulfion from the throne, will hardly warrant his execution; 
and if the enormities of one fide are to be obliterated, upona 
parity of reafoning thofe of the other fhould meet with the 
fame indulgence. 

General Dumourier has made his projeéted irruption into the 
Netherlands, and gained a decided victory over the Auftrians at 
Jemappes. The action difplayed prodigies of valour on both 
fides, the pofleflors of the country fighting with all the obfti- 
nacy of defpair, and its invaders with ali the enthufiafin of 
hope.. The advantages of fituation and difcipline were on the 
fide of the former ; but the greater numbers, and fuperior 
artillery, of the latter, decided the conteft in their favour. The 
intrenchments of the Imperialitts afforded them but a tempo- 
sary fheltcr from the fury of the republicans ; the fhattered re- 
mains of their army retired with difgrace, and the triumph of 
liberty and equality was complete. Few battles have been 
more decilive, and more importantintheir confequences. Mons, 
Charleroi, and Ghent, immediately fubmitted; and Bruflels 
received her generous deliverer with tranfport. 

The governors of the Low Countries, on their retreat from 
that city, iflued a proclamation, proficring immunities they 
could no longer withhold, and difavowing tyrannical acts they 
could no longer exercile. “Their impotency taught them to 
beftow privieges, and perhaps their calamities may have excited 
compunction, ‘The inhabitants of thele provinces lave been 
more 
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more oppreffed than any nation in Europe. Since the reign of 
Charles V. they have always been fubjeét to a foreign yoke. 
The abfolute monarch who dwells in the midft of his people, 
who is apprifed of their character, and acquainted with their 
circumftances, may alleviate the horrors of arbitrary power by 
the fafcinating {plendour of a court, the philanthropic exertions 
of a benevolent difpofition, and diverfified connexions with his 
fubje&ts: But the precarious mature of his authority, and the 
uncertainty of its duration, make cruelty and rapacity the 
never-failing charatteriftics of the delegate of defpotifm. Pro- 
voked by the wickednefs of Alva, the Netherlands attempted to 
burft the chains which Philip II. had rivetted upon them; but 
the military prowefs of the Duke of Parma, and the fuperior 
difcipline of the Spanifh troops, reduced them to their former 
ftate of fubjection. An additional load of oppreffion was the 
effect of their unfuccefsful refiftance. Their commerce was 
deliberately facrificed to the felfifh policy of the Dutch ; the 
Schelde was permitted to roll her waves in filent majefty into 
the ocean, while the Texel bore on her bofom the wealth of 
worlds, Their fumptuous palaces, and extenfive warehoufes, 
were converted into monafteries and convents, the retreats of 
droning fuperitition and mifguided devotion, and their territory 
became the common ftage on which the prize fighters of Eu- 
rope difplayed their dexterity, and fignalifed their courage. 
During the war of the fuccefiion, the victories of Marlborough 
reftored them to the Houfe of Auftria. But this alteration pros 
duced no reform ; the work of tyranny continued unmoletted, 
and it had nearly completed its operations by degrading the 
character of the nation, and unfitting it for the freedom which 
once it prized. 

The well-meant, but ill-concerted, reformations of the Eme 
peror Fofeph provoked refentment, inftead of infpiring gratitude, 
and inflamed rebellion, inftead of promoting tranquillity.— 
A crafty priefthood raifed the ftandard of revolt, and an am- 
bitious ariftocracy repaired in crowds to their affiftance. Man- 
kind were prefented with the fingular {pectacle of a people con- 
tending for the fupports of a throne, and a fovereign labouring 
for their overthrow. But, like every conteft in which faction 
and not principle predominates, it terminated without meliorat- 
ing the condition of the community. The French, on the con- 
trary, are as formidable by their doctrines as their arms ; and if, 
by their affiftance, the Belgians obtain their independence, they 
may reap the fruits of the bleffings which Providence and na- 
ture have conferred ; Antwerp may rife from her afhes, and be- 
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come the rival of Amfterdam,. and future generations hail the 
dey of their emancipation from imperial bondage. 

Difgrace ftill attends the arms of the confederates in Ger- 
many; and Cuftine gathers frefh laurels wherever he goes. 
The capture of Spires and Worms has been followed by the 
taking of Mayence and Francfort.. The petty Princes of the 
empire tremble at the approach of the French General, who, 
like the prophet of Arabia, with his political Koran in one hand, 
and his fword in the other, converts and fubdues oppofing hofts. 
This officer is, however, more diftinguifhed for courage and 
impetuofity, than military {kill or prudence. The Convention 
feem to entertain confiderable doubts of his fafety; and perhaps 
the King of Pruffia and the Duke of Brunfwick may offer up 
him and his army as victims at the fhrine of infulted majefty. 

In Savoy the war continues to languifh ; the King of Sar- 
dinia is protected by the fituation of his country ; and the dit 
pute between the French and Geneva has diverted the atten- 
tion of the former from that quarter. ‘This difference ori- 
ginated in the_requeft of the afliftance of 1600 troops which 
the magiltrates of Geneva demanded of the cantons of 
Zurich and Berne, in confequence of the march of General 
Montefquiou into their meighbourhood. This meafure the 
executive council of France regarded as a breach of the 
treaty of neutrality of 1782, concluded between France, Sardi- 
nia, and the canton of Berne; while the government of Geneva 
juitifies its conduct under the exceptions of that treaty, and 
their continued ulage in fimilar cafes. Indeed, the fuccour in 
difpute is fo inconfiderable, and the commonwealth itfelf fo 
weak, that we are afraid we mutt impute the behaviour of the 
French to the defire of gratifying the withes of individuals by 
incorporating Geneva into their own republic, rather than to a 
{trict adherence to the faith of alliances, or a ferious appre- 
henfion of danger to themfelves. A pacification was concluded 
by the General of the Army of the South ; butas he has fince 
fled in confequence of an‘accufation preferred againit him, 
we cannot be certain that the diffesence is terminated, 

On the: ftate of the Northern Powers we have little new to 
offer. Poland ftill continues to groan under the domination 
of Rufia; Sweden profpers under the mild {way ot her Re- 
gent; the exhauited treaiury of Catherine, and the difappoint- 
ments of the fchemes of the allied courts againit France, 
compel her to allumean appearance of moderation, and to pro- 
fefS the love of that tranquillity which fhe dares not diiturb. 
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The ftorm which agitates furrounding countries has not yet 
reached Great Britain. The gradual amendments in the mu- 
nicipal law, the increafe of our commerce, and the mode:ation 
and good fenfe of Englifhmen, will, we truft, fuperfede the ne- 
ceffity of any violence, and infure the internal repofe of our 
ifland. If, when Frenchmen are upbraided with the enormities 
attending upon their convulfions, they juftify them from the 
principles which produced their operation, with how much 
greater confidence may Britons filence the clamours of the 
factious, by reminding them of the general contentment of 
their fellow-citizens, and appealing to the gradual improve- 
ments of our conftitutionas a proof of its excellcncy, and an 
evidence of its ftability. 





4 CURE fr, a.,8 C.A-L.D. 


To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 


OUR benevolence will not be averfe to communicate to 
the public the followmg fact, thtoug h the channel of your 
valuable and diffufive Entertainer. My footman in bringing up 
the urn for breakfaft one day, fell with it on the ftairs, and 
{calded both his hands and arms all over in a dreadful manner, 
His miftrefs had happened to mention in his hearing, but a few 
days before, the great benefit which fhe and I had repeatedly 
experienced, from applying ink immediately to aburn. The 
moment the young man met with his accident, he flew to the 
ink bottle, and fpread its contents wherever the fcald extended. 
In about an hour after the pain was gone ; he was able to wait 
at dinner; and next morning he was perfectly well. 
F, Jj. 





Anfwer, by W. Davies, of Kenwyn, to his own Quefliany inferted 
March 5. 


PUT x=the greater diameter, and y =the lefler. 
Then | 1 | 8x=11y 





[2] x°+y*+xy x 2618x30=9240 (per Quef= 
tion. 








Or 13] x*+y*+xy x 7,854=9240 
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rly 
1+8 4(x= 
14] : 
1217* 
402 |5|*= 
64 
121y* 11y* 





4,53 16] 


+ y> + — xX 7,854=9240 
4 8 
6 red. | 7 | 17153:136y*=4730880 





zuv2 | 8 | y= 4730880= 16,6073 inches 





17153-1360 
By 4 [91 X= 22.8350375 inches, 





Anfwver, by a Pupil of Mr. Smyth’s School, St. Stephen's, to IV. 
Smith's Rebus, inferted O€tober 1. 


O* heavenly objects you’re inclin’d to write, 
And I aneighbour offer up my mite, 
ANTARES was the fubjec& of your theme, 
And furely is the ftar which you did mean. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from I, Salter, of 
Payhembury; W.H. of Dean Prior; and R. Urea junior, of 


Grampound, 





Anfwer, by Fofeph Platts, of Plymouth, to MZ. Barrett's Rebus, 
inferted Odlober 8. 


RE thrice I'd fcann’d your myftic rebus thro’ 
LONDON, that famous city came in view. 


*t* Wehave received the like anfwer from H. C. Wade, 
at Chard academy; S. Hill, near Dawlith; Iaac Salter, of 
Payhembury ; T. T. §. of Exon; T. Giles. of Bridgwater ; 
I. Tucker, Penryn; W. Hodgfon, Tywardreath; ‘I’. Wal- 
ker, of Hemyock; H. Johns, of Millbrook; J. B. Chivers, 
of St. Auftell; W. Smith, and J, Cooke, of Grampound ; 
W. Brewer, of Taunton; R. Uren junior, of Grampound 3 
T. Gill junior, of Stythians; and T. kK. of Gulval, 


4 QUESTION, 





ser 
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4 QUESTION, by Triangularius, of Hinton St. George. 


€% 


VEN the two legs of an effential A = 56, alfo the hy= 
pothenufe = 40 chains refpectively: It is required to 


determine the A without the affiftance of any fcale or table, 
and to fhew the analytical inveftigation of the fame. 


of 
of 





A CHARADE, by Fidelio, of Bath. 


HEN Pheebus finks into the weft, 
And birds and beatts retire to reft, 
And all is hufh’d in peace profound, 
My firft is vifible around, 


But when at blazing noon of day, 

That glorious planet’s bright beams play, 
Tothee, my next, we oft retreat, 

To fhield us from his fultry heat : 


From thefe, ye bards, to view is brought, 
A plant with poifonous influence fraught. 








A REBUS, by A. T. of Totnes. 


P yrnr prophet firft expound 5 

An Englith fruit muft next be found ; 
The firft thing that to wheat is done, 

When ripe beneath the fcorching fun; 

And now a root, ye gents of fame 5 

A foreign river next pray name ; 

A bird that nightly feeks its prey ; 

A town in Rutland now furvey ; 

A reptile that’s in England found ; 

A part of time pray laft expound : 


Take the initials, range them in a line, 
A weftern feaport town you will define. 





*,* The Conclufion of Mr. Percevals Tranflatian of Mr. 
Gray’s Elegy in a Country Church-yard—is unavoidably poftpaned 
till our next. 


ttt Zhe accafnal Corre[pondence of Anna will be acceptable. 


POETRY, 
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IMAGINATION’s SEARCH AFTER HAPPINESS, 


AN ALLEGORICAL FABLE. ; 


TRUCK with his charms whom all admire, 
Whofe beauties colder bofoms fire, 
Imagination ventur’d forth, 
To try if chance fhe might difcover 
The haunts of Happinefs, her lover, 

Nor fear’d the frowns of Wit or Worth: 
No blame could on her choice be thrown, 
When once the object’s name was known. 

To Love’s gay temple firft the flies, 

And darts around her piercing eyes ; 

“ And is myherohere ?” fhe cries.— 

« Perhaps he may,” the god replies; 

“¢ But freely fearch my grove around, 

“ Nor think yourfelf confin’d ; 
«© His name our echoes all refound, 
“ Perhaps his form you’ll find,”’ 
‘The nymph was pleas’d, her fearch renew’d, 
Thro’ each foft maze her love purfu’d; 
At every turn his name fhe heard, 
And much fhe hop’d, and much the fear’d; 

*Till, as fhe ran with rapid force, 

Fair Delicacy check’d her courfe ; 

With eye fevere, the lovely maid 

Blufh’d for her friend, while thus fhe faid : 
«¢ I never thought to fee you here, 

“ Without a veil, too, fie, my dear ! 

“ To feek your lover! and is this 

* A likely feat for fober blifs? 

“« Believe my words, and quick recede, 
© No Happinefs lives here, indeed,” 


Imagination 





Imagination ftood corrected,’ 
Then {wiftly from her prefence flew 5 

And foon her wand’ring fteps directed 
T’ Ambition’s palace now in views 

Fix’don a mount of fteep afcent 
The glittering fabric ftood ; 

The way was flippery as fhe went, 
And wet with human blood: 

Her lover’s form on high was plac’d, 
To tempt her fteps along ; 

But when the phantom fhe embrac’d, 
It vanifh’d and was gone. 


From hence, with trembling hafte, fhe fped, 
And tothe realms of Riches fled: 
Confumptive Care, and dropfied Pride, 
With tinfell’d Splendour, here the {pied ; 
Dignity, Pomp, and Power, fhe faw, 
And Fafhion, that keeps fools in awe; 
Nor aught was wanting, more or lef:, 
Save what fhe fought for, Happinefs. 
What has our heroine next to do? 

Her journey fhe began to rue. 

For why? we’re all at fea again, 

No places now remain 

To try our fortunes in, ’tis plain; 

And yet this foolifh, lucklefs love ‘ 

Would let her have no reft ; 

Tho’ ’gainft it all fhe could the ftrove, 

Still it would flutter in her breaft. 


While thus the thought, and would have {pokey 
Sudden a voice the-filence broke : 
«¢ Come to my cot, defpairing maid, 
s¢ *T is mine alone to give you aid; 
Come to my cot, and live with me, 
In unreproved pleafures free; 
Content, that {mooths the bed of Age, 
“© Mcek Peace, that loves the hermitage, ¢ 
“ And Contemplation, hoary fage, ) 
“ With me long time have deign’d to dwell, 
And dignify’d my homely cell; 
¢ If you tuch company can bear, 
& And will awhile inhabit there, 
“© Nor more your fearch renew, 
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“ ‘Your lover will no longer fly; 
«“ Tis his to court when we deny, 
« And fly when we purfue.” 


The virgin weigh’d, and found her wife, 
Nor {corn’d to own herfelf to blame; 

But took fair Piecty’s advice :-— 
Uncall’d, the lover came. 





§ O°siB - Bexg T. 
By Mr, Bampry pe. 


ty tee my porch and Jonely cafement fpread, 
The myrtle never fere, and gadding vine, 
With fragrant {weet-brier love to intertwine ; 
And in my garden’s box-incircled bed 

The panfie pied, and mufk-rofe white and red ; 
The pink, the lily chafte, and {weet woodbine, 
Fling odours round; thick-woven eglantine 
Decks my trim fence; in which, by filence led, 
The wren hath wifely built her mofly cell, 
Shelter’d from ftorms, in courtly land fo rife, 
And neftles.o’er her young, and warbles well, 

* Tis here with innocence in peaceful glen 

I pafs my blamelefs moments far from men, 

Nor wifhing ceath too foon, nor afking life. 








ODE w# FANCY. 


H thou keen power! whofe radiant eye 
Can thoufand thadowy forms defcry, 
That cheat corporeal fight ; 
Thou who cantt foar above yon fpheres, 
Patt days recall, fee future years, 
Or pierce the thades of night. 


Come, fwift-wing’d Fancy, airy maid, 

In varied, dazzling velt array’d, 
Infpire thy vot’ry’s lay ; 

Grant me thy flow’ry walks to tread, 

‘To range thy fummer painted mead, 

Or near thy fountain play. 
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